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BEFQRE THE 
FEDERAL, COMMUNICATIONG COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, DC 20554 

h the Matter of 

1, Great Northern 

Pittsfiald, Massachusetts, by its mumel, hereby submits this Petition for Rule h h h g  

r ' P t t h f ' )  filed pursuant ta Section 1.420(i) of the Commission's Rules.' W h t  Northem seeks 

to mend Section 73.202p) of the CoL---iission's rules to enable significant StatiOn 

enhancements and i m p v a d  service to the public for WEC-FM. As shown below* thew 

i ~ n p v ~ m e n t s  Comtitute a preferential srrsngement uader Commission precedent and may be 
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4. h addition, as described below, E~thamptm is a p r e f d  commudy to 

Pittsfidd bemuac it will result in first local I&CB to Easthanupton, a propeed net g& of 

5. Great N o & m  requests a change in its authorized community of l i m e  for 

WREC-FM h m  Pittafield to Eadmpton,  Mw+sachm&s, through the dcletim of the cmmt 

of a first local setvice to Easthampm. Firat local smice  UrnstitUtes a priority (3) under the FM 

hioriti~s, while -'ention of the dstitlg station at Pithfield represent3 at best a priority (4) in 

d y s i s  of tht 

independence; 1) the extent to which the community's residents work in the larger metmpolitan 
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=ea, rather than h the specified community; 2) whether the commdty has its o m  mwpaper 

cw other media that cnwr the communitv’s local needs and interests: 31 whethtx wnrnunltlt 

leadm d residema pmaiv t  the specified cammmity M an integral pwt of, or sqarate from, 

msportstion systems; 7) ecifizd m m u i t y  and the mtd city are 

part ofthe came advertising tnwbt; md S) the extent to which the specified community relics 

upon the l q p  metmplitan area fix various municipal services, m h  BS police, fire protection, 

schools and libraries*” The following demonstrates Ewthmptm’s independence fbm the 

$ptingfitld Urbanized h a  and shows how the majority of the Tuck &torn skrmgly support the 

commumity 5 entitlemeet to a first local sewice, 

wailable Census data indicate thsrt almst two-thirds of Emhamptnn’s workers age 16 and over 

work in Eaathampton.’4 Since 1961, Ewsthampton’s C b b c r  of Commerce has promoted local 

bdness and development oppmtunitiw,’’ Prominent BWhmpton employers include retail 
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businesses like T-Mobile, Easthaupton Savings Bad, Arrhm~ h p d e s ,  A-Z Storage, Big E's 

Foodlad, Inc., Fl& Bank and Advmd Cornputwid, Itl~,'~ 

particular. The city of Easthmpton is located h the Pion= Valley in Hampshire County) 

Massachusetts, w h h  $prhgfidd is located h Hmpdm Comty. Eaathmptm became a 
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14. Easthampton is governed by B Mayor and nh0-permn City Council. The town 
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Needs Committee, Nashawmw ‘ 
iim 

Emthunpton Public Schools include E ~ h n p t m  High School, White B m k  Middle School, 

Neil A. Peph Elmentmy S d m l ,  Center Elcmmtary S h l ,  Maple Elemmtwy School atld 

17 

ieparate from its neighbors, and it has a sepaxatc historical identity. The city’s elect& 



applications for construction p m i t  for ths new &.tation and Will wmtmct the nmv f ad i t i a  in a 

timely manner, 
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CONCLUSION 

Pittsfield, MA 
Current 
U O A ,  269A, 288A 

this proposal is respdully requesw. 

W€€EMM)RE, FOR THE FOREGOING REASONS, Great No- Radio, LLC 

respecfully request that the Commission issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in wmmtion 

With the proposal aut: d iri this Petition hr Rule Making and modify S9Ftibn 73.202@] 

April 30,2003 

GRlEAT NORTHERN RADIO, LLC 
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Exhibit 1 



I?- M. S M I T H  A S S O C I A T E S  
BROAPCAST TECHNICAL CONSULTANTS 

($61) 235-0883 FAX{581)3951438 
4267 NW FEDERAL HIGHWAY #I 211 - JENSEN BEACH, FL 94057 

E M  L R n  artid w a d  .oom 

ENGLNEERING STATEMENT 

IN SUPPORT OF 
PETITION POR RULE MAKLNG 

BY; 

GREAT NORTHERN RADIO, LLC 

April 2003 



The Petition, of which this Statemd is 3 p d ,  req-s B m ~ d i f i ~ a t h  of the F W  F M  

Table of Allotments in 47 CFR 973.202 by deldng the dlottnmt of channel 288A at Pittsfield, 

MA, d d i n g  an allotmmt 28XA at Easthmpton, MA, The ~ ~ u l t s  of these changes we: 
WBEC-FM's (l?CC Facility ID 11295) principal community charlges h r n  Pittsfield, h4A (on 

channel BXA) to Easthamptm, MA (on chmel2XSA) a6 that community's first local 
This Statement supports the Petition by showing tkat the new allotmmt complies with 

applicable spacing requirements, provides 70 dBu covera~e to the principal community ofthe 

new allotment, proridas 60 dBu C O Y ~ ~ G  to a largm population than does the pI+eGmnt allotment 

w h m e  and is mutually exclusive With the present allotment, 

Figure 1 is a portion of a 50% reduction of a USGS 1 :100,000 s d e  to pop phi^ Seriw 

map m whkh am plottad the political bourldatics of Easthampton, MA and the 70 dBu contour 

of a full Class A facility (6.0 kW, 100 meters HAAT) at the propmed m f m c e  coordinates+ The 
70 dBu F[550,50) conbur fiom the propmsed dlotmmt site encompasses all of Easthampw MA. 
The point in Euthmptm M e e t  from fhe allotment site is 10.2 klmetm f?mn the site, A 

class standard 70 dBu contour of 16.2 ktn also mmpasses dl of Easthmpton. 
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PRESENT VERSUS PROPOSED s ERVICE 

The p a t  WEC-FM faditfs 60 dBu contour encompas~~5 an arm of 2016,l sqmo 

kilometem and 1 11,823 p m n s .  The 60 dBu conbur from the proposed operation of Channel 

28SA in Hasthamptoq hilA c o v m  2945.7 square kilometm and 635,659 pergons. A 

modification of the Tabla of All~tmmts, as proposed in this Petition will result in an increase of 

523,866 persons (a 468% increw) receiving 60 dBu service from WBEC-FM. 

service to that community. 

The qmdm of WBEC-FM on 2MA at Ea~sthampton, MA will p v i k  the first local 

spaced 6.0 kW 100 meter Class A allobmmt. 

MUTUAL EXCLUSMTY 

The proposed dlotmmt d t e  fm chmnd 28XA at Easthampton, MA is 50.3 kilometers 
h m  the antenna site for WBEC-FM 28BA, in Pittsficld, MA. 47 C.F.R. 5 73,207 requk~ co- 

channel Class A h i l i t k a  to be sepmwted by 1 I S  kilometers. No cornbitlation d d e s  exists that 

allow simultanwurz service to Pittafreld add Easthampton on chamel 283A. 
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SPRINGFIELD, MA-CT Z r R B A N n  DAREA 

Attached as P i p e  4 is a US, Cmw Urbanized Area Outline MG (2000 Census) 
showkg the Springiield MA-CT U h d  Area. On thia my i3 plotted the 70 dBu F(SQ50) 

contour h m  the proposed allotment. The proposed 70 mu Gontour eamtnpasses abut 35% of 

the Uh&d Area. Easthamphn is located within the Sptingfield MA-CT Urbanized Area. 

SUMMARY 

The proposed c h q e a  to the Commkion's Table of Allotments will result in the 

h l lowin~  improvmmts in the we ofthe spectrum: 

1. 

2. 

Easthampw MA receives its first local senice 

A total of523,866 more people receive 60 dBu Service at present 
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You Entered: 

IEASTBAMPTON7 MA 

EASTHAMITON, MA 

Another Corn munlty yP 
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